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• Define the following terms using your devices:

– Hydroelectric

– Nordic

– Industrialization

– Secular 



Unit 4: EUROPE

Physical Geography of Northern 
Europe



How did the last ice age impact the 
landforms of Northern Europe?

• Northern Europe is made up of five countries: 
Norway and Sweden on Scandinavian 
Peninsula, Denmark on Jutland Peninsula, 
Finland in eastern part of the region, and the 
island country of Iceland in the North Atlantic 
Ocean.









NORWAY



NORWAY

• Viking raids for 2 
centuries

• Adoption of christianity 
by King Olav in 994

• Neutral in WWI

• Under Nazi rule in WW2

• Constitutional 
monarchy

• Capital= OSLO

• About 2/3 of country is 
mountains

• 50,000 islands off 
coastline

• Church of Norway 
(evangelical Lutheran)

• Population= 5.2 million

• One of worlds leading 
petroleum producers



SWEDEN



SWEDEN

• Military power in 17th

century

• Armed neutrality in 
both world wars

• Joined the EU in 1995

• Rejected euro 
referendum in 2003

• Timber, iron ore, 
hydropower

• Capital= STOCKHOLM

• Lutheran- dominant 
religion

• Population= 9.8 million

• Constitutional 
monarchy

• Free-market capitalism 
with extensive welfare 
benefits



DENMARK



DENMARK

• Viking raiders

• Evangelical Lutheran-
dominant religion

• Member of the EU

• Capital= COPENHAGEN

• Constitutional 
monarchy

• Extensive government 
welfare measures



FINLAND



FINLAND

• Province of Sweden 
from 12th to 19th

century

• Defended itself from 
USSR invasion in WW2

• Independent during 
WW2 through help with 
Nazi Germany

• Capital= HELSINKI

• National social welfare 
system

• Lutheran- dominant 
religion

• Republic



Molotov Cocktail



ICELAND



ICELAND
• Ruled over by Norway 

and Denmark after 
being independent for 
over 300 years

• Severe volcanic activity

• Capital= REYKJAVIK

• Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Iceland

• Population- 331,918

• Constitutional republic

• Extensive welfare 
system





• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2wdy6h
0gQM



How did the last ice age impact the 
landforms of Northern Europe?

• GLACIATION= the process, condition, or result 
of being covered by glaciers or ice sheets

• Glaciation is the primary process by which the 
landforms of Northern Europe came to be as 
they are today.

• During the last ice age, ice filled the valleys 
and carved out fjords that are now filled with 
seawater, creating steep, rugged mountains.





FJORDS IN 
NORWAY



Why is the landscape of Northern 
Europe dotted with so many lakes?

• Glaciation left hundreds 
of thousands of lakes in 
Northern Europe.

• Iceland’s rivers consist 
of glacial debris, making 
them cloudy.





Why is the landscape of Northern 
Europe dotted with so many lakes?

• Many of the rivers on the Scandinavian 
Peninsula contain falls and rapids that hamper 
transportation between cities.

• The countries of Northern Europe harness the 
power of these falls and rapids to run 
hydroelectric power plants.





How does Northern Europe's location 
affect its climate and vegetation?

• The climate patterns and biomes of Northern 
Europe are affected by latitude, landforms, 
wind patterns, ocean currents, and distance 
from water.

• Natural vegetation varies from forests to 
tundra plants.







How does Northern Europe's location 
affect its climate and vegetation?

• While the area has oil and natural gas 
resources, the countries of the region are 
leaders in developing renewable energy.



Unit 4: EUROPE

Human Geography of Northern 
Europe



What influenced the creation of new social 
classes and peaceful democracies in Northern 

Europe?

• Northern Europe, also referred to as the 
Nordic countries, has been shaped by years of 
invasions, migrations, and trade.

• Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, and 
Finland share similar structures of societies 
and cultural traits.



What influenced the creation of new social 
classes and peaceful democracies in Northern 

Europe?

• Industrialization brought an influx of new 
social classes, which changed the political 
culture.

• Following World War II, the Nordic countries 
developed democracies.



What factors influence the population 
structure of Northern Europe?

• Migration and ethnicity 
have influenced where 
people have settled.

• The Sami are 
descendants of 
nomadic peoples who 
lived in Scandinavia for 
thousands of years.



What factors influence the population structure 
of Northern Europe?

• The Nordic countries have 
lower population densities 
than most other countries 
in Europe.

• Populations concentrate in 
areas near the sea and in 
metropolitan areas.







How do society and culture in Northern 
Europe reflect the subregion's history?

• While Protestant religions dominate in every 
Nordic country, society is very secular.

• Northern Europe is filled with the world’s 
most educated population, with literacy rates 
at nearly 100 percent throughout the region.



How do society and culture in Northern 
Europe reflect the subregion's history?

• The governments function as 
welfare states, providing 
social services but levying 
large taxes.

• Women are achieving equal 
status in Nordic society, 
nearing same status as men 
in workplace.





Happiest Countries in the World

• http://www.forbes.com/pictures/geeg45edkjh
/1-denmark/

http://www.forbes.com/pictures/geeg45edkjh/1-denmark/


What factors have contributed to the success of 
the economies of Northern Europe?

• All of the Nordic countries are small, open 
economies that rely on foreign trade.

• Nordic countries rapidly evolved from 
agrarian-based economies into modern, 
industrialized countries.
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• Get 16 notecards from the stack on the table.

• Take one of the sheets called EUROPEAN 
NOTECARDS



What factors have contributed to the success of 
the economies of Northern Europe?

• Commercial fishing, mining, forestry, and 
energy are the main resources in the area.

• The Nordic model emphasizes labor force 
participation and promotes gender equality 
and fiscal expansion.



Unit 4: EUROPE

People and Their Environment: 
Northern Europe



Why are Northern Europe’s waters and forests 
in need of protection?

• Natural factors and human activity are causing 
environmental problems

• Baltic Sea= unique ecology because its 
isolation from open ocean

• Increased shipping brings more invasive 
species

• Industrialization= damaging wetland



How have human activities affected the natural 
environment in Northern Europe?

• Climate change, acid rain, pollution

• Scandinavian scientists were among 1st to 
understand impact of acid rain on 
environment

• High latitudes/steep mountain valleys make 
climate change more noticeable 





Country Notecards- we will do these 
for every European country

• Front side: picture of 
the flag (WITH COLOR), 
name of the country

• Back side: region of 
Europe that the country 
is in, capital of the 
country, population, 
interesting fact/place



UNIT 4: Northwestern Europe

Physical Geography of NW Europe



Countries in NW Europe

• United Kingdom

• Ireland

• France

• Netherlands

• Belgium

• Switzerland

• Germany

• Austria

• Liechtenstein 

• Monaco

• Luxembourg



How did the Northern European Plain affect the 
development of Europe?

• Northwestern Europe 
consists of plains 
interrupted by 
mountains.

• Filled with fertile 
soil/many rivers, the 
Northern European 
Plain= important area 
for farming.

































How did the Northern European Plain affect the 
development of Europe?

• The southern edge of 
the plain is covered in 
loess, a fine, rich soil 
left by glaciers.

• The Alps, a tall, jagged 
mountain range, runs 
across the southern 
part of the region.

• http://connected.mcgraw-
hill.com/media/repository/protected_conten
t/COMPOUND/50000588/35/52/HSGEO15_S
C_C11_L1_ii01/network_frame.html?mghCo
urseID=TV39EC6W1E9831V9YMT2VV9ZXY









How have the rivers in Europe's heartland 
contributed to the region's development?

• Water plays a critical role in the lives and 
economies of Northwestern Europe.

• Most cities are within 300 miles of a sea or 
ocean coast.











How have the rivers in Europe's heartland 
contributed to the region's development?

• The lakes in the Alps are 
an important water 
source.

• With nearly 25 percent 
of the Netherlands 
below sea level, the 
Dutch have built a 
series of dikes, banks of 
earth or stone, to hold 
back water.









Why does most of Northwestern 
Europe have a generally mild climate?

• The North Atlantic 
Current brings warm 
water up from the 
Caribbean, contributing 
to mild winters, cool 
summers, and abundant 
rainfall.

• The area’s abundant 
supply of coal and iron 
ore fueled industrial 
development.













Why does most of Northwestern Europe have a 
generally mild climate?

• Local winds can cause 
changes to the normal 
weather pattern, like 
the foehn, dry winter 
winds that can cause 
avalanches, the 
destructive masses of 
snow and ice that slide 
down mountainsides.



Avalanches

• https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=IlzT6VjXw-
E

• https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=C4v-
y63XGe0



UNIT 4: NW Europe

Human Geography of NW Europe



How have new ideas influenced the 
development of governments and economies in 

Northwestern Europe?

• Northwestern Europe was profoundly influenced by 
Christianity and the Roman Empire.

• The Crusades opened up trade routes to the eastern 
Mediterranean.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZ
Lv4





How have new ideas influenced the 
development of governments and economies in 

Northwestern Europe?

• During the Enlightenment, people began to embrace 
reason and to question tradition.

• The European Union was formed in the 1990s as an 
alliance that works toward European economic and 
political unity.



How have physical geography, migration, and 
world events shaped the population of 

Northwestern Europe? 

• Internal and external 
migration have shaped 
this area of Europe.

• After World War II, 
guest workers, or 
foreign laborers 
working temporarily in 
industrialized countries, 
helped encourage 
economic growth in the 
postwar period.



How have physical geography, migration, and 
world events shaped the population of 

Northwestern Europe?

• Low birthrates have 
resulted in decreasing 
populations in some 
countries.

• Cities along navigable 
rivers like the Seine and 
Thames are key trading 
centers.





How has its location as a crossroads of Europe 
influenced society and culture in Northwestern 

Europe?

• Many people speak more than one language in most of 
the countries located in Northwestern Europe.

• Christianity is the primary religion in the region, 
although many do not actively practice their faith.

• Women in this region achieved suffrage, or the right to 
vote, before women in the United States and many 
other areas of the world.

• Many influential artistic movements began here, such 
as Romanticism, Realism, and Impressionism.



Which economic activities form the core 
of Northwestern Europe's economy?

• Northwestern Europe is the birthplace of the 
Industrial Revolution.

• Over 70 percent of workers are employed in 
service industries.

• Agribusiness, or large-scale corporate farming, 
arose to address the increasing demand for food 
as the number of farmers shrank.

• The EU has achieved high volumes of trade by 
eliminating tariffs and trade barriers among 
member nations.



UNIT 4: Europe

People and Their Environment: NW 
Europe



What actions have been taken to address 
environmental issues in Northwestern Europe?

• Countries in the EU can 
face legal action if they 
do not respect 
environmental protection 
laws.

• Many factories now burn 
natural gas instead of 
coal, or are powered by 
alternative energy 
sources.





What actions have been taken to address 
environmental issues in Northwestern Europe?

• All the countries in 
Northwestern Europe 
have ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol, part of a 
treaty on climate 
change.

• Many nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) 
are working to protect 
ecosystems.


